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SS 
\%4, Deaxtst Wife, ‘ 
~The many things that I had to do after I left you helped some 

to keep me from feeling too acutely the fact that I had indeed 
left you. It does not seem true yet, and I am going to try not 
to let it seem so, until I get back, when it will not matter . 
My prayer now is, home as soon as God helps me to finish my bit. 
He being willing, we can hope for the best things. The past has 
given us abundant evidence of the richness in which our prayers 
have been answered. 

I hope you fmumii foumd your errends easy to acconplish end were 
able to catch the twulve thirty train for Delhi. I noticed that 
the new moon is with us again. Isn't it fine that it shines all 
around the earth. It is thus an Bxprexskum expressiun of the 
equally barreaching power of God's love. I feel that the coming 
times will be most profitable for us both. I have never been able 
to rid myself of phe notion that I needed some such expehience 
as this to meke me the most effective im the work which engrossex 
our lives. Now the exqerience is given us and we can nit well look 
upon it as anything else than part of the zkhe thaining we are re- 
ceiving in order thak we may serve to the utmost in our God-given 
task. Such a belief makes this journey, not the end, but more of 
a beginning, a point of progress. After all the technucal part of 
the education there comez this post-graduate course in just what 
I needed most to complete the orbit of the curriculum. This seems 
ali the more so sinze it comes in spite of the prayers uf Mother 
and other wery good people. So E think that we may take some semse 
of comfort from this goink away, and have phe Haahost hupes amd the 
brightest dreams. 1 ® “ 

I will expect to hear greet things of the garden. If you carry 
out the plan that was in House and Garden, you will indeed have umx 
some little patch for Mr. Smith to weed. I should like to see Brer 
Fox's time-card giving the number of hours that he spends in bhe 
patch! Some fond friend sent one of the corporals here some fresh 
strawberries in a tin pail wrapped in paper. The package was stall 
wrapped when I saw it, but one could also see strawberry much in 
evidence on the head end of the Gundle. The intentions of the send- 
er were above reproach and I have no doubt that much care was taken 
and the joy of said rookie commented upon when he should receive the 
dear old berries frem home, but it struck me that it would tend more 
to produce homesickness than to allay it, to receive such good thengs 
in such hopeless shape. It would be like coming upon a desecrated 
shrine. 

It is getting on towards time to eat and I fain would not miss that 
importent part of the day's activities. I have fared well so far. I 
hope and expect to sleep well to-night. I fear we did not get in our 
full eight hours last night! But I feel we were taken very good care 
of by our Heavenky Father. He always tempers the wind to the shorn 

emb. A little bitterness, moreover, helps us to be more sympathetic. 
The farewell only adds joy to the greetings at the end. 

Give my love to all. I shall write Bunny a letter anon, which 
you may also read. Give her great heaps of love. Most of all, my 
Own Sweetheart, keep oceans for yourself. 
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Dearest Anne MacGregor and Mother, 

Have just had a most splendid dinner. We had puree soup, lamb 
With mint sauce, mashed potatoes, fresh string beans, wheat bread, 
splendid butter, and at last fresh strawberries. Was not that a very 
adequate meal? Furthermore it was eaten while sitting in a great 
curved arm chair with a real leather seat. The dining saloon is fin- 
ished in beautiful wood. The food is served on great heavy silver 
platters, and bowls. We have beautifully marked chine, and are wait, 
ed upon most efficiently. There are no small numper of reminiscences 
of bygone splendor hereabouts. Our cabin has electric Lights, water 
and each of us has a closet. My berth is at the : port-hole where there 
ia no end of light and air. 

You must, therefore, think of me as enjoyink a great deal too 
much Luxury for one so young, and on such a small salary. &#rinknky 
Certaenly the beginning of everything is most auspicious. I wrote 
Dad a letter yesterday, but did not to-day. Probably you better plan 
to send him the petters so he can see them. This will save me writ- 
ing su much extra mere repetition. My bed is as soft as helvet, being 
made of a soft spring and a good mattress. Thi builders of this ship 
aimed at comfort, not to say luxury. 

What ever you do, do not worry about me. If you could see me, I 
feel that tou would cease from concern. All the officers look so 

healthy, and they ere a very nice lot of men. You folks must also gi 
hard after the health business and be as fat as I am when next yoe 
behold me, and may it be soon.D.V. | 

The time slides along with commendabke alacrity here. I have had 
a fiw things to do, but they were not of great importance, just items 
of deatil. These two Letters can sort of be companion pieces, before 
and after eating, you might say. 

I have no way of knowing how long it will taxe for letters to 
reach you. You better allow for quite a little svace between the 
writing and the reading. I'll be very rapid about sending them off, 
and so after once the line is established, they ought to come with 
a fair degree of regularity; but at the first do not feel any con- 
cern. Just remember that in war things, like letters move slowly, 
es pecially when the writer is not stationary. Az before, so now I 
say again, let "Mo news is good news" be your motto. 

I will cut this off now, and put it in the bax. 

Loads of love to you, Bunny, and send it on to Brer Fox. 

And for dearest Fieldmouseface, I have a great and sufficient 


store to satisfy her fully, “cs 


Give Love to Aunt Fan also. 


Sha Ke, 


HO. F cae June gy 1918 


Dearest Sweetheart, 

Amongodther things hereabouts is a gymnasium. In it are all 
kinds “of“apparatus. The interesting thing ahout them is that they 
are run by electricity. There are horses to ride and seats that 
vibrate so that you can can all the exercise that you might have 
on the ground. The horses have different gates. You manipulate them 
by levers. They ore really nothing but saddles on iron braces. 


Breakfast this morning was of grape fruit, chream os wheat, 
toast,coffee and egg omellette with tomatoes cooked into them. 
The butter is fine and the cream, although evaporated, was good. 
It must have been Everyday Milk. 


Allen Evans Jr. is right across the little hallway, and sends 
his best to you. McCormick is elsewhere. I saw him yesterday for 
a minute. Chaplain King, whom y ou will remember was the priest whom 
We met in Louisville, the one who taught us French is sleeping right 
/across from me. There are four of us in a fine outside cabin. My 
bunk is next the porthole where there is plenty of light and sir. 
Ihope by having King at hand we can learn some French on the way. 


It is quite fun on board. I think you would have a grand time 
here. We will have to take ocean trips often. I ate all I could. 
The eating equbpment is especially fine, and you know how that 
impressed me right away. "Systenatic , that's me all over". 


I went to sleep at something before ten last evening and never 
turned a hair until six this morning. Our friend King then arose to 
say his mass, and I fell asleep again until seven. Breakfast here 
is from seven thir$ until eight thirty, which you see is altogether 
too luxurious. 


There must be fifty naval officers on board. We make a very 
brillant assembly all together. I suppose now you are hard at the 
garden. The seeds will be getting into the grounc, and under your 
ambitious management they will be sprouting up again before you can 
think. If you can, can a few cans for me when I get back. They 
will taste extra good, having been grown by you. 


I am writing off these Letters in the hopw that they will go 
right along to you. The Corona jumps the track once in a while 
but I guess you can read what I mean to say, ever. if the words do 
not always exactly spell it. 


Convey love to all, loads to Bunny, and the thole business to 
your own self. 


Jerle « FOUL 
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Dearest Fieldmouseface, 

We are well out at seas It is Sunday. Up to date the sea has been 
wonderful. We still get the best food you could ask for& Lasf night we 
had chicken& I have started to read the book of Job as I intended to do 
on this little trip. It gets more illuminating.all the time. The time 
passes quickly. The meals come with gratifying regularity. I have jfaumst* 
taken a shower bath in fine sea water. We are getting into the Gulf 
Stream and the weather is warmer. This morning it was quite cool. I put 
on my woolen shirt. Now’I am into the silk B.V.D's. They are great, so 
cool and comfortable. Probably I shall never be able to do without them 
in the future. 

Allen Evans sits next to me at table. He thinks that you are a great 
girl and wonders how I ever got you to think I was worth marrying. He ? 
says it gives him hope that he will make good some day himself. He was 
trying to get a special délivery letter from his girl the last day on P) 
shore. This is the greatest place for sleep. We do not have much else 
to do. All the officers with troops have duties that keep them pretty | 
busy, but there is nothing for us to do so we do that gladly and efficy 
iently. There was a service held this morning at both ends of the ship. 

I did not take part becausek there were many chaplains and your beloved 
hushand likes to observe at first. I am looking forward to the other end 
of this voyage when my work commences. bot 

Everything around us here at sea looks se calm and peaceful that 
you would never think that there was a war aMywhere. D.V. this trip will 
furnish many a story for the firseside. It certainly is a unique experience 
I wish I could tell you stories now, but I fear they would not pass muster 
I am taking the satisfaction of believing that there are two sensible 
ladies at home who are busy tét¢h their garden and are not worrying therr 
dear heads about me. I spend a lot of time on degck. I have not ffelt sick, 
I wish to make that statement because being on deck might be construed 
to mean that I could not stay ‘successfully any other plave. 

I began this letter early in the afternoon but was out for a while. 
This being Sunday, I have my book of the Bible to read and perhaps I ought 
to be getting at it now. The evenings are lovely and long. The time is 
gradually getting ahead. These days are full of interest. They will be 
the subject of much after enjoyment.D.V. Haec O1ém te juvat meminisse. a 
Some day you will rejoice to recall these things. Excuse me for trans- 
lating this. This letter looks pretty funny I know. It has been written 
in the midst of a lot of talking by my fond messmates. Occasionally I 
notice slips of the typewriter. | 
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Dearest Sweetheart, 

Yesterday morning when the swell began to rise a bit, I had a bad 
half hour. I thought my time had come. But I went in to lunch, ate all I 
could bolt down and mixed up exercise with sitting on the top deck all 
afternoon with the result that I bluffed the seasicknessm off and have 
Since felt fine. I am very thankful to have had this happy issue out of 
my momentary distresses, for we shall probably have quite a long voyage 
of it. It would not seem long if we had not become accustomed to this 
very rapid journeying between America and Europe. Chris Columbus would 
have thought we were doing very well indeed. We have absolutely nothing 
to do but eat and sleep. No, that is not exactly roght, for yesterday 
we began to censor mail. That is to be our job when we get on the other 
Side, so they have started us in on it here on ship. We have some every 
day and it will get to be more as we near the other shore. Some of the 
letters are unlegible, some funny, some pathetic and so on. I think this 
will prove to be a very fine opportunity for getting a line on the men. 
It allows you to become a sort of Providence over them. You know a lot 
about them that their pals right beside them do not know. You even get a 
line on the colonel when you readsa few of his letters. Of course you 
can never make use of anything you read, nor ought you to refer to it in 
any way, but it helps you individually very much. In fact I cant conceive 
of any one other thing that ought to prove so valuable to the spiritual 
leader of a group as the opportunity of reading all that that group wrkk 
writes home to their most intimate personal relatives and friends. Wheth 
er the reader is to be wife, mother, sister sweetheart or friend you get 
the first crack at it. Much to our mutual amusement I got a couple of 
Allem Evans | letters, one to his girl. I did not actually read it, when 
I saw what it was, and because he is a censor like the rest of us. But 
he was quite perturbed when I told him I had censored it. I suppose in 
the future I will censor my own letters home. Would not Brer Fox enjoy 
being censor to Northminster? 

Some way yesterday I mislaid my fountain pen. This has disturbed 
me much. It was such a good pen, and it had been in our family quite 
a& while for a pen, and you had used it. I did not think of all this 
about it, until I lost it, but all day I have felt quite put out about 
its loss. It may turn up. It was not a stariaght out loss like going 
overboard, but it was mislaid here in the cabin and just drifted out 
of my ken. I have been thrashing me mind to locate the last moment 
when I was conscious of it. 

It must be admitted that the time does drag a bit on board, I 
read through the book of Job, and to-day read Revelation. We sit out 
in one of the life boats in the evening. It is very pretty, although 
I dont like to watch the san set much, and dusk is the favorite time for 
submarines to come around. At least this is what the sailors tell us. 
To-day I saw some flying Bish. They were very interesting. We have 
been in the Gulf Stream some time, and the air is as balmy as the 
tropics. I was on deck all last night. I have worn the vest almost 
continuausly since I cam on boards It is acknowledged by all to be 
a great. institution. 

I will have to sign this in type, or else pencil. 


ae Stax 
‘ew 
\ ‘a 


NV 


Robinson, A.EeF. Letter. 


Chaplain S&M. Officer's 7 
vta Aiteer- Gok, 


Mrs. Stewart MacMaster Robinson, 
Delhi, Delaware County, 
New York. 


XU, ro Ay 
Box 632 


paSScO BY GLNSUR 
a Sim 


No.7. | | are 23,1918, 


Dearest Girl, — © | wae | 
This is Sunday afternoon. I preached this morning down in the space 
where the troops stay. I had a pretty good ‘congregation too. It was quite 
exciting. The regimental band played the fymns. It was right out in the 
open and the wind was pretty strong. I had to shout and get in quite a 
lot of action in order to keep in touch with the fringeof the crowd. All 
who were within hearing paigd attention splendidly. I took yp the account 
of the storm on the lake of Galilee which Christ stilled, and drew out 
the power and character of our Saviour, the sort of leader and friend He 
is and the need we have of. Him during the time when we are in danger. The 
brother chaplains who heard it said it was all right. It certainly was — 
thrilling and well worth while. I feel ‘sure that I always will be more 
use after this experience. It was not nearly so hard to speak before them 
as I supposed. I am sure our Master actually helped me during those min- 
utes. I wrote out the sermon yesterday morning and for a little while in 
the afternoon. I did not preach it just as written. I did not learn it by 
heart, but I was so sure I was up against it, and so anxious to get into 
the hearts of the men something worth while that it seemed to make up for 
certain technical errors. A few of the officers showed up. The boys got. 
the Gospel. I have been reading the Bible since I got on board, and I am 
more and more of the opinion that the unvarnished Gospel is about all the 
preaching that a chaplain has to do. It is somewhat different in the case 
of preaching in churches where edification is an object as well as the+-+:- 
more primary object of evangelization.. But in the army I think I am more 
in the situation of Paul who was for the most part among those who have 
not heard the Gospel. Many’ of xkmm those who listen have no doubt been in 
churches, but the present atmosphere in which they are living is so un- 
christian that we have to take up the primary things, and wait for some 
quieter time for edification. : ir y & 
We have made. a splendid trip. We have been without bad weather so far. 
The sea is as empty of ships as the moon. I~ believe we.passed the first 
one this morning. There is very little doing on the ship. This would have 
been a most wonderful trip in the old days, when you might have been 
along. The moon has been beautiful and the water calm enough. We have made 
@ longer trip of it than used to be customary; but every moment would 
have been worth, double the price under the old regime, The worst trouble | 
is to get in enough exercise. The space is. pretty well filled with’ bunks. 
The dining room-is thé only reallypalatial place as regards room. We eac 
have a big leather armed chair to sit at table in. Mine is number 66, 2 
Three real Alabama darkies wait on our tablem and they: are great in their 
line. William the blackest and smallest comes up every meal and draws . 
back your chair, takes your hat, and attends most devotedly to your wants. 
Towards the end he slides up. and asks "Do you.wish some mo coffee (tea) 
sah?" It is a great life, .- , tat 
I wish now I had remembered to have written a note for you to give 
Bunny on the Anniversary Day which is to-morrow. I am only beginning’ to 
realize that it takes quite a spell of time to get word to you now. Just 
think Brer Fox will be with you again when you get this. And I have been’ 
writing to you as though there wegrejust you and Bunny there to read the 
letters. It is funny that. one of the sailors who is a very nice boy, and 
keeps his stuff in a cupboard right outside our door has his home in. 
Philadelphia at 3314 Powelton Ave. He is a Catholic boy. If there were 
only some one at the house [ would give him a letter to take around. You 
would enjoy seeing him, for he.will be in Philadelphia about the middle 
of July. There are some advantages about being on these. ships, but it is 
pretty dull, and I guess on the whole I rather get off the boat. Terra 
firma is a much more-comfortable place to spend your time on, 
_ I am looking forward to seeing France. It will not seem really so 
when I actually walk off the plank onto the shore. If we should darw up 
at the place we left from I should not be.surprised, not because we will, 


A 


but because all this travelling seems so aie me. I have wanted to 
go across the ocean 80) long, that I have troubl elieving that I am now 
on very historic water, It looks very like all other water. I presume the 
much spoken of soil of France willalso get you dirty just like the soil 
of Delaware County and dear Delhi. I have worn one suit of the silk B.V.D's 

We have here in the cabin with usthis afternoon who is an actor. He. 
has,always been, played'Eva in Unclé Tom's Cabin when very little. (@sk 
Bunny .to tell you about this play. Your education was neglected in some 
lines). He is connected with the photographic division of the Signal Corps 
who take the motion pictures of the war, ‘which you folks will see in good 
time. He has more recently been in movies, and oddly enough, the Y.M. man 
on baard had a movie/he showed yesterday in which this fellow was the _ 
ieading man. In past days he was in Shakepeare plays, and has been giving 
us some little anecdotes of some of the actors with whom he has been. 
King, the Roman chaplain whom you know, is 37 years old and hes been 
around a Lot. He studied four years in France. You keep meeting very int- 
eresting people all the time. This National Army is a great organization. 
tf know I will bore ewerybody with all ‘the sturr I am collecting. | 

Did Bbrer Fox remember to ‘do something about my insurance? I presume 
he did, but 1 just wondered. 1 am delighted to-realize that I get ten per 
cent. more money. now. That is a pretty good raise. I guess we ‘will have 
to grant that the Government’ pays us pretty well “in money. Now if they 
only wiil furnish enough vacation we will’ have no kick will’ we Fieldmouse- 
face? This is making little Stewie a real man. I am hoping to be able to. 
increase the portion of my salAry that goes to you. You can put it’ in the 
bank if you do not want to spend ‘it..It may come in handy some day,° so? | 
You. are certainly the greatest little girl that ever was. I enjoy thinking 
that you are over there waiting for me’ to Gome back. There are a whole © 
lot. of little damsels waitingitoo. Just think, there about five thousand 
men on this little ship and not a’ Single solitary woman! The army is a 
masaline place. That is one reason I think that preaching to men for a 
while will furnish’me some valuable experience against the regular work 
that I hope to do in the future. Maybe if I get enough of this so that I 
am a real regular. fellow when I get through with it, you will let me go 
to teaching in Princeton. Then we can have hong vacations and go to Europe 
and have a grand time. We can go to Delhi also. I am so very glad that we 
went up there. I like to think of you all there. I do hope that Brer Fox 
gets the job at Elmira. He would just enjoy that very much. Maybe he has 
it already and I do not know it. Then Bunny and he would have a good long 
time every summer. Bunny would enjoy being president's wife at a girl's 
college. It would be great for the’ girls to have Bunny around them. Bunny 
is my idea of what the real genuine American woman (of her age) ought to 
be. If having a regular wartime Mother helps to make a good soldier, I 
ought to be pretty good. I never.saw or heard of anyone do.up the good= - 
bye bisiness in better shape. Now maybe she will have her reward by seeing 
her soldier boy come marching home ere long. The best way to make time ~ 
pass is to prepare all kinds of ‘things for the future. We have a right to 
bank on the future because.we are Christians. I admit that for these with- 
out Christ in the world things must look pretty black now. But if a Christ 
ian cannot be cheerful and hopeful, who can? And it is further the duty 
of such to be, to prove their right. to the bame. The primitive Chréstians 
made a great deal of the fact that thektr whole outlook on life was: unique. 
Diognetus said that they were the talk of their neighbors because they _ 
scemedtoslLove each other. They wrote strangely hdpeful thoughts on their 
graves, and in all ways conducted themselves like a race who had the xnxke@ 
inside dope on the way the universe was run. I think we have let the 
unchristian preempt too many Christian graces. Now it looks to me as though, 
hope and cheerfulness ought to.be a cardinal principle with you. If you 
have occasion,preach to all the necessity of writing cheerful letters to 
the boys. Letters from home will have more to do with winning battles 
than you would think, . |. ‘ 

All the Love in the world. 
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No. 8, June 27,1918. 


Dearest Folks at Home, (W.C.Re,A.HeRe, APR) 
Here are a few excerpts from some of the letters that we read. They 

help pass the time away. 

2 From some of the colored boys from Alabama. 

I wish you were along to feed the fishes." 

i From a man to another fellow's wife, | 
My dear One, As I was feeling sort of lonesome to-day I thought I would 
write and tell you how I amd your hisband is." 

3 More trom the colored brethren, 

Bou can't be too long winded in writing to me." 

"There is more water than I hed ever before realized." 

"Mistakes are kisses and poor writing is Love." , 

"Hello, Kiddo, how about having a dance this evening, Ha Ha." 

"I never dreamed of being on the water fourteen days and not seeing a tree" 
"The moon and stars are the only Ladies." 

"I still got that nair and henkerchief and safety pin, you gave me." 

. One husband signed his Letter to his wife. 

“Hoping to remain devotedly yours." 

Private Pete writes, very exactiy. : 

“some of the boys have been snaken up a pit causing them to emit rood.” 


People's letters are certainly great things to read. You would not 
think there were such folks. A lot of them are mighty fine& They are 
mostly principally anxious about not having the folks at home do not 
worry. This is perhaps the worst care of the soldier. I expect if we could 
eliminate the worry on both sides of the ocean for ‘those on the other side 
most of the trouble would be banished, 

One item. I have a diploma down at Princeton waiting for me. I told 
them when I left to have the Treasurer keep it for me until called for. 
Now that I cannot call for it, I expect it better be sent for. The way to 
do is to send fifty cents to old H.G.Duffield and ask him to send the 
Master's Diploma of Stewart MacMaster Robinson to you at Delhi. Then you 
can watch over it for me, and we'll have it framed like the other one. 
That will make four all told, quite a nice little collection for a starter 
Maybe someday I will get a D.D. like Brer Fox and can add that. I guess 
they will never give me’ any LL.D. Maybe if I work a little on Internationa 
Law or the like they will when I get to be president of Princeton. 

My address will be"A.E,.F. via New York."I will send on the exact 
assignment, that is the regiment as soon as I get it. The address I left 
is all right for the present. Just keep addressing them letters according 
to your latest address, 

The ocean is great to-day. There are white caps galore now. The spray 
flies up on the deck. There is quite a toss to the old ship, but no trouble 
inside me yet. I think my old grand-dad's salty habits have proven a help. 
Ther is a fellow on board, a member of the naval staff, who graduated 
from Cornell in 1916, and who knows Stanley Sission wery well, has been t 
in Potsdam with him, and knows everybody there. Stanley is not very far 
away but I doubt if I see him. Two classmates returned on this ship on her 
last trip back. One was John M.T.Finney,Jr,. He is going back to medical 
school. There is a medical officer on board,Princeton ‘94 and a P and § 
man. Yale, Harvard are also represented, 

Maybe that transfer that Fox triedto get will take effect in time 
to bring me home after I have had just a nice exnerience over here, 
Everything ‘has worked out very splendidly so far. 

Loads of love, 
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No. 9. «June 28,1918. 


Dearest Sweetheart at home, 

Here I am sitting among some old stone barracks that Napoleon 
built for his troops in the days of over one hundred years ago. They 
are wonderful heavily built structures. The windows are set in deep 
casements. One léng building has iron bars on the windows. In front 
of these there is the parade ground. You can easily imagine the Old 
Guard, in their long coats and heavy shakoes, (remember picture of 
them marching back from Moscow) drilling out here in the days of '97 
before the Italian campaign. Over the doors there are wrought iron 
lamp holders. When we went into the hallway of one building there was 
no light but a candle burning in an open lantern hanging on the wall. 
The stairs were wide, and with low treads. The staircase turned 
around the four sides of the wall. Everything was old and exteblished. 


All the buildings are whitewashed. On the horizon is a church spire, 

which is remarkably beautiful. It is one of those finely wrought 
Gothic structures. It stands away off behind some trees and is quite 
a way from where I am sitting. The whole immediate space is surround- 
ed by a wall, some ten feet high. 


Everything here seems as if it had always been so. The natives are 
very quaint and interesting, but you are quite aghast at the signs 
of hardship and misery. There is a powerful lot of black dresses, 
almost no young men, and a lot of soldiers with all sorts of service 
and wound bars on their arms. As we came past one house a fine 
looking elderly gentleman came out and took off his hat to us. The 
people are enthousiastic about the boys. They have phcked up some 
English phrases which are amusing. The youngsters can all sing, 
"Hail, hail the gang's all here, what to hell do we care, what to 
hell do we care.” They get the tune, and most of the words right. 
They sing it just like the kids in New York. 


Bog cata 
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Dearest Girl, 


These are certainly great days. It does not seem possible that I am 
actually in France, I took a walk this morning out through the country 
near by. I came to the tewn village of x x. There is a village, you 
know, every mile or so. This was was all of heavy stone houses. The 
road which becomes the main street of the town comes to a kind of cross 
roads. There is the village church with the cemetery around it. The only 
date we found anywhere in it was "1642", I do not know whether thet was 
the time it was made or not. The stores are arranged very much like 
the old time village stores in home towns were. That is they only have 
two or three normal sized windows in front, but Placed close together, 
These have shutters to cover them at night. The doors are low and narrow 
and inside it is dark. The most common designation over these shops is 

Commerce de Vin". They sell all kinds of things to drink from lemonade 

which I got, to Cognac and Rhum, which I could not have bought even had 
I so desired, Another common sign is "Vin et Epicerie" which is wines and 
Srocertes. The stock is rather limited. There was a open stand in front 
of one of the dwellings on this gquare where two women had spread out 
a lot of figs, prunes, oranges and double cream cheese. I went over and 
asked them in French, the name of the town, was told, then I asked about 
the stuff. I was surprised to be-able to get along fairly well. They in 
turn knew a few English phrases, and were able to help me out now and then 

The costume of the people is very quaint indeed. I guess for the most — 
part, it is quite common all over this part of the world. There were not 
so very many people around. We did not see one single middle aged or young 
man who was not in uniform. We ran across one pretty old fellow who proud- 
ly showed us his "permission" (furlough) for ten days at home. He said he 
had been at Verdun, which was a whole history by itself. He goes back to 
his station in a few days. I was interested in getting a bit of the lace 
from some old lady. You will possibly already have the paper cutting knife 
which Tom Manton is carrying to you. Well, I wanted to add something else. 
I found out the word from Kingy our Catholic friend, and so plunged in. 
The name for lace is dentelle. I forgot and called it lentelle for a while 
but that did not get me anywhere. Finally one of the ladies had a diction- 
ary and I found out my error. She directed me down the street to Demoiselle 
Martin. After some perigrinations, I found the lady, but was disappointed 
to find that she had none. | 

As you walk along the road you hear the clatter of wooden shoes. They 
sound very gossipy just asthe song says they do. Everybody is genial to 
us. There are a few beautiful estates around about. I saw one that was 
for sale. There is a great high wall around it and the roses are just 
pouring over it from behind. I wanted much to go in and look around, but 
we American soldiers are expected to be very careful of even seeming to 
be at home in the yards of the French people. It is a most proper rule. 
We Americans are a little prone to be at home, and these poor folks have 
had to putup with so much that we add new laurels to our brows by showing 
all the deference in the world to them. They think we are pretty good. 

The weather has been wonderful so far. I am getting so tan and well 
fed looking. This life is the most beneficial thing that I could possibly 
have. Just now the tent is full of us all talking. 


Love / 
Hd a 


Lain §.M. Officer: ge 
Robinson, NeAe 


A.E.F. vhha N.Y. 


Mrs Stewart MacMaster Robinson, 
Delhi, Delaware County, 


—~ Nex York, 


No.10  ©@ +) gle 30,1918. 
if ra Bae he ‘ : j a hl Ci 

Dearest Folks at home, AcPéRs »M H.R W.C.R., | tEVoA red 

The last day of June. I remember one time. when I.slept up on the 
porch of Murray's house on the hill’ on the night of the last day of June. 
This is Sunday..I suppose Brer Fox is! with: you now.| I had a most interest- 
ing day. One péculiar thing about ‘this place is that there is so little 
night. You will be surprised to hear that the sun does not set here much 
before eleven in the. evening. At’a querter before wine o'clock now it is 
as lighp as it is in Delhi along about five in the afternoon, I got up .. 
this morning about seven thirty and had breakfast at.eight o'clock. There 
cereal, coffee, sugar, milk and butter. The main thing was pacon, eggs 
and freshly made biscuits. So you see this was q@ good stapt for a day. 
Allen Evans had Holy Communion at nini, just’ after breakfast, and as I 
had a little prayer book that Bryan MeCormick gave mel attended ad a 
mark of friendly respect. Just as he finished and before I lefp the Y.M.! 
hut where he had held it, Chaplain Smith, whom Fieldmouseface will remenm-= 
ber was the little feat man who was our platoon leader at Louisville, came 
along and asked me to assist him.in his service. I went over, and\in the 
corner of one of the barracks that was an old monastery, we had the ser-= 
vice. When that was over we wentiover!to the Y.M. hut and went to the 
regular morning service. Three chaplains and the ¥.M. man conducted it. 
This all took-till twelve o'clock. We'sat around/iuntil one, when we went 
into the old room in the Napoleonic building. and had dinner. This. was not 
a meal to brag about. | Rh hy ; | 

At two o'clock I.went to the stockade, which is the military prison. 
where the boys are put on bread and water when. they get'tengled up in tite 
various military regulations. I.gathered them together and talked almost: 
an hour’on Mark the fifth chapter. I> never hed‘an audience just like that 
where they absolutely could not. leave. They stood the strain very well. 
Then those in’ our’ tent, namely, Allen Evans, Carpenter, Green, or the. 
Signal Corps, the Harvard man mentioned before, and: King¥@took a bath. 
That is a function here, and we made the most of it. When we got back’ to 
the tent we found two French priests here to see King. They were .brother 
Jesuits, one, Pere Peletier has the War. Crass: the Legion of Honor, and) 
a wound medal. They had been together over here somewhere in .collegé. 
Then we were given passes to go outof camp end:go toa, little neighboring 
town for.a:few hours. King ts a-greet help witth his,good French. We went 
4n to see the .church .there, which is not a-very!.old/one,' but interesting. . 
Thence we went to a most interesting place to eat. It was called Restau- 
rant de Retas de’ Noces. On the ground floor, there was the ordinary little 
wine shop, which is;more bike ‘one ‘of ,our ‘soda, fountains than what we 
ordinarily (think of as a wine shop. They sell tobaco, cakes etc. But when 
officers come in-for a meal they take you out through this room, past the 
low,:but very good smelling kitchen, where an old: woman was sitting in 
this case, up some-dark stairs, end out:into the room, where they have, 
their wedding parties. There nad been. one there lest evening; and the | 
table still lobked like there had ‘been ja quietly festive affair. A “jeune 
fille" spread our table out in the air, just,outside where. there were... 
some vines, and in an areaway that reminded me some of the picture .of 
the house where’ John Galvin’ was born, Our repast: consisted of soup, one 
bottle of red wine from Bordeaux, which reminded of nothing more than of 
pitter grape juice. Then there were wo_derful freshly laid eggs in an 
omelette, and the black bread of this locality. There was good butter 
aussi. For desert this same jeune fille brought forth some cakes and 
a bottle of champagne. It was gold sealed, and labeled Veuve Amiot Carte 
Noir. It was my first introduction with the exception of a bit I had a 
Dick Harris' wedding. This was much better, and I suspect much cheaper, 
There were five of us, go all each one had was a small glass once and 
one half. We paid for all this, and it amounted to one thirty six each. 
And I forgot to mention some grand french fried potatoes. It was really 
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& very interesting thing to do. There were four chéplains and Green the 
astromonival PhD. One Roman priést, one.episcopalian, and two Presbyt-=~ 
terian and a layman, made up, the company. We walked back through the 
Deautiful: country where the roses/climb/over the walls, and the old 
-ladies were black dresses, white bonnets and wooden shoes..The sun lit: | 
upothe Little towns; with their steeples,;which,are so high and pretty. . 
I; have always been crazy to taste some of these far famed beverages. « 
I think I-am settled enough in my prosaic*vays so es not to get “lit”. 
We did» not linger, but being/hungry stil1??.as we wended homeward, we 
sfopped at another 'plece, and got some wonderful double cream chees, oh,: 
old and mellow with gr¢en,on top, some daiyty little suger wafers, and: 
some "cafe ngir!. We reached home satisfied and,rested content. I am 
now making my. report yo you my»Dear Folks.« Now Bunny must not think I 
have gone to the Bowwowsbecause I drank some, champag-nee water, It was 
most mild, and I did not’ feel. the least bit elated ebout it afterwards. 
But Il have always»felt very, simple, because I, had no idea of what the — 
different things to drink were.:-I remember once I made a ninny of myseif 
at a boyish party by scorning ginger ale, under the delusion that» it was 
beer! I shall still vote prohibition when I return. . ; 

The whole day has seen. egreat pleasure in every way. Last night was 
wonderful under all my. blankets and inside thmat silky bag. I must say 
that the Sabbath was spent here in a very decént and appropriate manner. 
The Y&M. shut.up their store, and:held.a-:Lot.of services. There is a 
Presbyterian there by the name of Allison from Pittsburg. He knew of Brer 
Fox. {t is nearly ten o'clock and will be dark soon. The boys are going 
to. bed now and will be calling me ere long. 1 am mighty glad I am here 
of course being sorry you are not along. I censored a Letter froma Lt. 
Col. the other day thas said he thought, the war would be over in six 
months. I will be able to .preach vith perfect sang froid when, I. get back 
D.V. and will :have had a very pressing experience with:men-in’a great 
crisis. This ,isveerteinly a great place. It does not seem to be really 
France. 4 . : oa 

Monday. | 
Another week and month begun. I felt no ill effects from eating a 
French supper. Carpenter and I went to town. and bought some stuff. 
Among the purchases were three Camembert cheeses, the Revue de Deux 
Mondes (high brow) and a Little Anglais-Francaise Dictionnaire. I also 
- bought the morning Depeche to read the news withal., We got an ommellett 
and war bread with coffee at a Little restaurant. Pea TB 3 
‘I am on the lookout for some’ fine hand made lace. Fieldmouseface will 
be able to find places ‘to sew it on. I believe I can send things back 
and you -only have to pay the duty on .them when they arrive. There were. 
the cutest Little rush bottom chairs at the Repas de Noces last night. 
Allen‘and I poth remarked upon theme He is a good guy to have along. 
We would like very a8 “2 Ba able to*be near together as much as is - 
possible. Anne male g i 4 ear that we’ Lived on.Everyday milk all the 
way over on the boat. It was really fine, we had it on cereal and all 
and besides. being very creamy; it tasted hardly any like a.canned pro- 
duct. AP a DEOL ND | Pio Os | 
‘oO Twill close this now and get it started towards yous © 


